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Under the Children and Young People (Scotland) Act 2014, all 3-5 year olds are defined as eligible to receive 1140 hours of funded early learning and childcare per annum (pro-rata)
Moray and Highland Councils (Elgin, Tornagrain and Fort William)
The child becomes eligible for funded early learning and childcare from the beginning of the first term after their third birthday:
Child’s birth date: 1st March to 31st August
Eligible from: August (autumn term) occurring in that year
Child’s birth date: 1st September to 31st December
Eligible from: January (Spring term) following their birthday
Child’s birth date: 1st January to last day February
Eligible from: March/April (summer term) following their birthday
Argyll & Bute Council (Oban)
The child becomes eligible for funded early learning and childcare from the Monday after their third birthday:
Child’s birth date: 1st March to 31st July
Eligible from: 1st August occurring in that year
Child’s birth date: 1st August to last day of February
Eligible from: Monday following their birthday
Eligibility Criteria for Funded 2-Year-Olds (Elgin, Tornagrain and Fort William only)
Your child can also access 1140 hours of funded ELC at the eligible intake date after their 2nd birthday, if you meet one or more of the following criteria set by the Scottish Government:
· Income Support
· Job Seeker’s Allowance
· State Pension Credit
· Any income-related element of Employment and Support Allowance
· Incapacity or Severe Disablement Allowance



· Child Tax Credit (CTC), but not Working Tax Credit (WTC) and income is £18,725 or less
· Child Tax Credit (CTC) AND Working Tax Credit (WTC) and income is £8,717 or less
· Support under Part VI of the Immigration & Asylum Act 1999
· Universal Credit with household take-home pay of £726 a month or less
Your child may also be eligible if they are looked after, under a kinship care or guardianship order.  If this applies to you, please contact your Social Worker, who will be able to refer you to your local Family Support team.  This team provides extra support to make sure any placement meets your needs.
Your child may also be eligible if you have been looked after, under a kinship care or guardianship order as you were growing up.  Please enquire at your local nursery offering two-year-old places for further details.
If your child has additional support needs or you feel your family needs extra support, then you may also be able to access some Early Learning and Childcare for your two-year-old child.  Please discuss this with your Health Visitor, Social Worker, Family Nurse Practitioner or Educational Home Visitor who supports your family.  They will be able to complete a separate referral form with you if they feel an application is appropriate. In some local authorities it is possible to self-refer; check with your own local authority.
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